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Study sample
No power calculations were performed. The sample was selected retrospectively by examining health system records to identify patients who underwent US and CTV during May 1999 to September 2000. The review identified 149 patients. Twelve patients were excluded because there was a delay of more than one week between the two tests, while a further patient was excluded because the presence of a hip or knee prosthesis prevented a technically adequate CTV. Thus, the final sample comprised 136 patients. The study sample was 60% female and had a mean age of 59.5 years (range: 16 -90). PE was diagnosed by CTPA in 40 patients (29%). US preceded CTV by, on average, 3.7 hours (range: 0 -7).
